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President Martinelli of Panama announces  
cabinet changes in government 

 
August 14, 2012 

 
Panama's president, Ricardo Martinelli, on Tuesday announced the first changes in his 
cabinet government, which completely reshaped "here at year's end," he explained. "I think 
we should make cabinet changes. These changes would be made by the end of the year. This 
would be a total change," said the president in an interview with Channel 13 television. 
 
Martinelli said that the secretary of Metro Panama City, Roberto Roy, will be the new 
Minister of Canal Affairs, replacing Romulo Roux, who will go to the Foreign Ministry. 
 
Currently, the Minister of Foreign Affairs is an interim Francisco Alvarez De Soto, after the 
departure of Roberto Henriquez, who from mid-July took over as head of the Ministry of the 
Presidency to replace Papadimitriu Demetrius, who resigned. 
 
Martinelli also announced that the Minister of Health, Franklin Vergara, will be replaced in 
office by Javier Diaz, the current director of Medical Services of the Social Security Fund. 
 
Also, the Minister of Public Works, Jose Suarez, will be replaced in office by James Ford, vice 
minister of Housing, said the Panamanian president. 
 
The new foreign minister, Public Works, Health and Canal will take office next Monday, said 
a statement from the Ministry of Communication of the State. 
 

Martinelli said that he was a partner of Federico Pepe Suarez, “we have a cement company,” 

but he is not in the asphalt business, so he has to leave his Ministry of Public Works. Suarez 

handled the largest budget ever of the Republic of Panama and just leaves without giving any 

explanations. He had to explain the Coastal Road III, why instead of a tunnel a viaduct was 

built - there is a long list. 
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